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Comments from 
students on 
exchange: 

 
• “You can’t pass 

up this great 
opportunity to 
give your 
education that 
extra ‘edge’ “  

• “… I have 
realized that it 
has been one of 
the most 
exciting and fun 
experiences of 
my life!”  

• “The people I 
encountered 
and places I 
visited will 
forever stay in 
my mind” 
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Bringing the World to You 

With the return of 
Amethyst Mueller to the 
International Programs 
Office and the 
announcement of a new 
exchange to Poland, this 
year is off to a great start.  
For the spring semester 
we welcomed 24 students 
from our partner 
institutions in Belgium, 
Chile, Mexico, Poland, 
South Korea, the 
Netherlands, Japan and 
France, while in turn 
sending 25 of our own 

2004 – A Year of New Beginnings 

The International Management Program 
THE NUMBERS – The 
International Management 
Program has been 
steadily growing ever 
since its inception in 1993.  
The total number of 
declared International 
Management majors is 
presently 241 on all three 
campuses combined – 
Lethbridge, Calgary and  
Edmonton.  Having shown 
a steady increase since 
the 36 majors of its first 
year, it is apparent that 
this is an attractive 
program to many students 
who wish to enrich their 
education and broaden 
their horizons.  

students to study with our 
partners abroad. As well, 
eight of the 41 Fall 2003 
exchange students have 
remained here for a 
second exchange 
semester. In the upcoming 
fall semester we look 
forward to exchanging a 
record number of 
students. We are pleased 
to have so many students 
interested in our program, 
and intend to keep 
growing and improving 
alongside our continually 

increasing student 
numbers. 
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THE PROGRAM – The 
University of Lethbridge’s 
International Management 
Program is an innovative 
business program with an 
international focus.  Its 
aim is to help create 
managers with strategic 
management skills who 
are flexible, culturally 
aware and able to 
manage change and 
cultural diversity within the 
workplace.  Students are 
majoring in the program 
for specific career-
oriented objectives: to 
work in overseas 
businesses, domestic 
businesses with 

international interests or 
government positions that 
deal with foreign affairs.   
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INTERNATIONAL 
EXCHANGES 

ASIA 
Ajou University South Korea 
Kansai Gaidai Japan 
National Sun Yat-sen Taiwan 
Universiti Putra 
Malayasia Malaysia 

Universiti Sais 
Malaysia Malaysia 

EUROPE 
Fachhochschule 
Reutlingen Germany 

Fachhochschule 
Schmalkalden Germany 

Hogeschool van 
Utrecht Netherlands 

Universite de 
Bourgogne France 

Universite de Liege Belgium 
Poznan University Poland 
LATIN AMERICA 
Univesidad blas 
Pascal Argentina 

Univesidad Catolica 
de Valparaiso Chile 

Universidad 
Panamericana Mexico 

International Programs 

Exchange students 
enjoying the day at 

Waterton National Park 

A very attractive 
component of the degree 
is the opportunity for 
students to participate in 
an international exchange.  
The Faculty of 
Management currently 
has exchanges with 14 
different institutions in 12 
different countries.  
Depending on the 
students’ interests, they 
are able to study at one of 
our partner schools in 
Argentina, Belgium, Chile, 

International Exchanges 

Since its inception in the 
Spring 2001 semester, the 
buddy program has 
helped over a hundred 
exchange students get a 
full welcome to 
Lethbridge.  The 
program’s goal is to 
connect incoming 
exchange students with 
current U of L students to 
help ease their transition 
to Lethbridge. The new 
exchange students and 
their “buddies” will 
participate in activities 

Buddy Program 

As part of our initiative to 
provide our students with 
an opportunity to study the 
Canadian culture, we 
have introduced a new 
mandatory class for our 
incoming exchange 
students.  
The course is called the 

New Course Requirement for Exchange Students 
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France, Germany, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, Poland, 
South Korea or Taiwan.   
International exchanges 
are a requirement for 
International  
Management (IM) majors, 
but are not exclusive to IM 
majors.  All U of L 
students are welcome to 
apply for exchanges; 
however, priority is given 
to IM students.   
U of L students who 

participate in international 
exchanges pay tuition to 
the U of L at regular rates. 
Also, they pay for their 
airline ticket, 
accommodations, student 
visa, and living expenses 
during their exchange, 
with costs varying 
depending on the 
exchange location. 

together - with the “U of L 
buddy” being able to help 
our foreign guests get 
used to the way of life at 
the university and in 
Lethbridge.   
Beth Wilkin, a Spring 
2002 participant in the 
Buddy Program reports, 
“My buddy and I 
socialized in a big group 
of host and foreign 
national students.  By 
being a buddy, I could 
learn about another 

country: its people, culture 
and business in a way that 
was far more interesting 
and in-depth than any 
textbook or class would 
have offered… In fact, 
having this experience 
opened up not only 
friendship and 
understanding, but new 
views of the world in 
general.  Nothing can 
replace actually 
interacting with 
‘foreigners’ in order to 
gain a better worldly 
knowledge.” 

Introduction to Canadian 
Culture and Management. 
Students will be 
introduced to the many 
aspects of Canadian 
culture through presenters 
who will lecture on topics 
such as politics, history, 
multiculturalism, and 

Canadian management 
practices. Field trips to 
Waterton National Park, 
Head- Smashed-In Buffalo 
Jump and a Hutterite 
colony will round out the 
experience of living and 
working in Canada.  
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My exchange semester to 
Reutlingen Germany has 
been worth more than I 
had ever imagined.  I went 
to Germany hoping only 
that I would manage to 
make it through my 
courses.  I have done so 
much more than that.  I’ve 
managed to meet a lot of 
new people from all over 
Europe and thus have had 
a chance to get a glimpse 
of the great variety of 
cultures there.  
The Coordinator on the 
Reutlingen side of the 
exchange encourages 
students to stay and 
complete a practical 
training semester following 
the study semester.  If you 

Student Experiences in Germany 

Through the University’s 
Asian Studies Program, I 
was able to experience 
Japan with nearly 400 
international students and 
professors from all over the 
world.  We were fortunate 
enough to learn of each 
others’ cultures, not only on 
campus, but also through 
attending all kinds of cultural 
events in the area.  Having 
the two historical capitals of 
Kyoto and Nara within an 
hour made for excellent day 
trips, while living in the 
country’s second largest 
metropolis made it easy to 
create an international 
business network. 
 
Upon my return to Canada, I 

Student Experiences in Japan 

Kansai Gaidai University 

“(The exchange) was 
the best experience of 
my life” 

Bjorn Ole-Wigen 

have the time and money I 
would suggest that the 
practical is the way to go.  
Positions are available 
with many well-known 
companies such as 
Daimler-Chrysler, 
Porsche, Bosch, and 
Siemens.  Having those 
names on your resume 
can only help you in the 
future. 
I would like to avoid using 
the phrase, “A chance to 
broaden your horizons,” 
but an exchange really 
does do just that.  Before 
my exchange I never 
considered working 
outside of North America, 
now that is very much a 
viable option.  With the 
continuing evolvement of 

the European Union (Early 
2002 introduced the Euro 
monetary unit), as well as 
other trade partner groups, 
there is more than ever, a 
need for international 
business students.   
 An exchange semester 
will test your true grit.  It is 
tough at first to do the 
simplest of things but as 
you continue improving 
your language skills things 
calm down and you get the 
strength to go out and 
about more often, this is 
important as you really 
must explore while you are 
on your exchange.   

Bjorn Ole-Wigen 
 

decided that I loved Japan 
too much and wanted to go 
back to improve my 
Japanese skills.  After 
researching the job market 
and preparing all the 
necessary documents, I set 
off back to Osaka to work as 
an English teacher.  For 
nearly one year, I worked 
full-time at an International 
Preschool.   
 
The support I received made 
me feel right at home and I 
was able to save a generous 
amount.  For extra income, it 
was nearly effortless to pick 
up private lessons and a few 
nights a week at a separate 
conversation school.  In my 
spare time, I was able to 

continue the development of 
my network and meet several 
friends from my first trip to 
Japan.  Being surrounded by 
the language, I found my 
Japanese to be improving 
naturally. 
 
My experiences from the first 
time I decided to take part in 
the U of L’s exchange 
program created these 
opportunities for me as I 
continue to look towards a 
prosperous future. 

James Yanagibashi 
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I am currently studying at 
the Universidad Católica 
de Valparaíso, in Chile. 
The U of L was offering an 
exchange program with 
Chile for the first time this 
semester. But being the 
first one here hasn’t been 
difficult. The Universidad 
Católica de Valparaíso 
has a great exchange 
program. It is really well 
organized. We even have 

Student Experiences in Chile 

The exchange program 
has been a marvelous 
experience both 
academically and socially 
because, besides meeting 
a lot of wonderful and 
knowledgeable 
professors, I have met 
people form around the 
world, starting with the  
Canadians who have 

Past and present 
exchange students told us 
about their leisure 
activities: ~ MUSIC & THE 
ARTS ~ attending 
Canadian parties ~ dance 
classes and clubs ~ 
International Students’ 
Association activities ~ 
performing in a university 
operatic production ~ 
photography classes ~ 
piano lessons ~ producing 
and hosting a Latino 
music radio show on the 
university radio station, 

International Student Experiences 

More than just Studying… 

AnikTremblay is 
currently doing an 
internship with Pacific 
Anchor-Line, a logistics 
business in Santiago, 
Chile 
 

Although academics are 
the cornerstone of a 
university exchange, 
students on exchange 
in Lethbridge also keep 
busy social lives.   

our own office with 
computers, library, and 
staff to help us out. The 
exchange program also 
offers monthly trips across 
Chile such as ski trips, 
wine tours, horseback 
riding in the Andes, etc... 
Most of the students either 
live in Valparaíso (a 
beautiful port city with a lot 
of arts and history) or in 
Viña del Mar (with lots of 

beaches). I live in a 
residence with Chilean 
and international students. 
There is a nice beach right 
next to our place. Is there 
anything better than 
studying on the beach? I 
don’t think so! Valparaíso 
is a great place to study. 
The Chileans are friendly 
and really helpful. And the 
country has so much to 
offer!  

been awesome! They are 
so nice and friendly. 

~Teju Alliu from Mexico 
 
Canada is fantastic!  
Greyhound buses, West 
Jet and Youth Hostels 
allow you to travel across 
Canada for a good price. 
We already went to 
Calgary, Edmonton, 

Vancouver, Toronto, 
Montréal and Québec! 
Don't forget your camera! 
We met a lot of students 
from different countries 
and we made friends from 
all over the world!” 

~ Natacha Dykmans and 
Jean-Philippe Lemaire 
from the Université de 

Liège, in Belgium 
 

CKUL  ~ teaching Latin 
dance classes ~ voice 
lessons ~ SPORTS ~ 
aerobics ~ Aikido ~ 
badminton ~ basketball ~ 
curling ~ dog  sledding ~ 
hockey ~ Pilates ~ skiing 
~ soccer ~ swim club ~ 
working out at the gym ~ 
TRAVEL  ~ students have 
traveled to places such 
as: Calgary, Edmonton, 
Banff, Lake Louise, 
Fernie, Vancouver, 
Montreal, Toronto, and 
even to the United States, 

to destinations including 
New York and San 
Francisco. 
Our U of L students also 
stay busy while on 
exchange.  In the 
Netherlands, one of last 
year's students was part 
of Utrecht's university 
rowing team.  In Malaysia, 
our students have gone 
scuba diving and rock 
climbing, and one student 
even taught ice skating. 

Some of our exchange 
students at the Christmas 
Party in December with 

Santa…aka Professor Ian 
McKenna 
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The Malaysia Work-Study 
Program is now in its 
seventh year, having started 
in 1998. Through a 6-week 
practicum in Kuala Lumpur, 
the students receive 
exposure to Malaysian 
culture and first hand 
international business 
experience, while working 
on a variety of projects 
depending on the specific 
needs of the company.  Prior 
to their practicum in 
Malaysia, students are 
required to complete the 
classroom pre-requisite, 
Cross-cultural Management 
Practices (MGT 3640). 

The 2003 program was quite 
successful, as 12 student 
participants had a 
tremendous learning 
experience – academically, 

International Work/Study 

The Faculty of Management’s 
International Programs Office 
promotes both student and 
faculty exchanges. The 
faculty exchange is a 
relatively new program but 
continues to grow. In the past 
year we sent one of our 
faculty members abroad to 
Mexico City. In August 2003, 
Hiroshi Shimazaki, a 
professor in the international 
Management department, 
gave a seminar at 
Universidad Panamericana in 
Mexico City.  
In May 2003, one of our 
Marketing professors, Debra 
Basil taught in Auxerre, 
France.  She writes: “…the 
exchange gave me the 
opportunity to experience 
university teaching in France.  
I was able to compare and 
contrast student-teacher 
interaction, classroom 

Faculty Exchanges 

“Our similarities are 
reassuring, and our 

differences are 
intriguing.” 

Debra Basil 

culturally and in their 
workplace.  Students were 
placed in a variety of 
multinational and Malaysian 
companies and 
organizations. The students 
also had the opportunity to 
participate in group trips to 
the Perenthian Islands, as 
well as visits to Putra Jaya 
(new seat of the federal 
government) and Cyber 
Jaya (national centre for IT 
companies).  
In the May/June 2004 
practicum, the 18 
participating students will be 
representing all 3 U of L 
campuses.  The group is 
made up of 2 Faculty of Fine 
Arts students and 16 from 
the Faculty of Management. 

Amy Schalin participated in 
the 2002 program, and writes 

about her impressions.  
 

“Our host city, Kuala Lumpur 
is a beautiful, highly 
developed city that offers the 
best in urban living.  During 
our initial month in Kuala 
Lumpur all of us lingered 
within our comfort zone, 
content to let the crowds and 
chaos of Chinatown 
represent what lies beyond, 
but as each individual began 
to venture out beyond 
Petaling Street, we all 
dispersed in various 
directions lured by different 
aspects of the social 
network.  I found that once 
our group ventured out of our 
daily routine and strayed 
from the beaten path that 
Malaysia really began to 
reveal its true dimension”. 
 

protocol, and student-teacher 
expectations.  I found that 
while many differences exist, 
university life is surprisingly 
similar at U of L and IUT.  
Second, the exchange 
provided me with the 
opportunity to interact with 
several French professors.  I 
found that the rewards and 
challenges of teaching and 
conducting research are also 
surprisingly similar for U of L 
professors and IUT 
professors.  Finally, I was 
able to experience French 
culture for a time.  Since I 
was working in Auxerre rather 
than traveling as a tourist, I 
believe I looked at life 
experiences a bit differently 
than I do when I’m on holiday. 
This allowed me to examine 
and appreciate the day-to-day 
routines of the local people.  I 
feel that as a result of this 

exchange I have developed a 
greater understanding of, and 
appreciation for, France.  Our 
similarities are reassuring, 
and our differences are 
intriguing.  For anyone 
contemplating and exchange, 
I strongly encourage you to 
do it.  It will be easier than 
you think, and the rewards 
will be plentiful.” 
We have also had the 
pleasure of receiving two 
visiting faculty members this 
past year. Ms. Sharon van 
Embden, a lecturer from the 
Hogeschool van Utrecht, 
taught a course in Research 
Methodology course at the U 
of L this past summer.  
Further, Dr. Albert Corhay, a 
Professor of Finance and 
Accounting, from the 
Université of Liège, Belgium 
also taught two courses in our 
summer session.   

[The Malaysia Work Study 
program has] been an 
incredible opportunity: to live 
with a group of nine other 
incredible Canadians, gain 
business experience in a field 
that I would not have otherwise 
worked in and catch a glimpse 
of the cultural diversity of 
Malaysia co-existing with the 
multinational environment of 
Nestle (my job placement).” 

~Amy Schalin, 2002 participant

Betty Shigahiro 
(right) participated in 

the first Malaysia 
Work /Study in 1998



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International IPADE 
MBA Scholarship: 5 
recent International 
Management graduates 
each received a 
scholarship valued at 
more that $36,000 to 
attend a two-year 
graduate MBA program 

Available to U of L 
students going on 
exchange: 
 
• Louis Sherman 
Turcotte Travel 
Scholarships:  
maximum value of 
$500; students can 
apply at the 
Scholarships and 
Student Finance Office  

Undergraduate Scholarships and Prizes 

Postgraduate Scholarships 

The International Programs 
Office forges links with 
educational institutions 
around the world to facilitate 
international student and 
faculty exchanges and other 
international educational 
experiences.   It is important 
for us to recognize the 
educational value of 
international experience for 
both teachers and students 
alike and insure that they 
have the ability to take 
advantage of the variety of 
international opportunities 
that are offered.  
For faculty members, 

About Our Office… 

 
International 

Programs Office 

Andrea Amelinckx 
Director 

Office: E560 
Phone: 329-2148 

andrea.amelinckx@uleth.ca  
 

Amethyst Mueller 
Coordinator 
Office: E562 

Phone: 329-2369 
int.programs@uleth.ca  

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.uleth.ca/man-int  

UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE 
4401 University Drive 
Lethbridge, ALBERTA  

T1K 3M4 

International Programs 
office on behalf of a 
group of 5 or more 
students studying 
abroad in one location; 
maximum value of 
$500/student 
 

  

• Students' Union 
Placement Bursary: 
maximum value of 
$500; for details, 
contact Scholarships 
and Student Finance 
Office 

 
• Province of Alberta 
International Student 
Projects Award: can 
be applied for by 

at IPADE (Instituto 
Panamericano de Alta 
Direccion de Empresa), 
a pre-eminent private 
business graduate 
school in Mexico City.  
IPADE is the graduate 
school of the 
Universidad 

Panamericana, one of 
the Faculty of 
Management's 
institutional partners. 
Future Spanish-
speaking graduates, 
interested in the 
scholarship, please 
contact our office. 

 

exchanges provide increased 
comparative research 
opportunities, access to 
granting agencies and 
greater ability to develop 
new, interesting research 
and teaching linkages with 
colleagues at partner 
schools.  While for our 
students, exchanges and 
other international 
opportunities allow students 
to gain a greater 
understanding of the political 
and economic climates of 
other countries and regions 
and to gain real-life 
experiences with other 

cultures, languages and 
cross-cultural business 
practices.   In so doing, 
University of Lethbridge 
students gain a strategic 
advantage in an increasingly 
competitive job market over 
those students who have not 
had a management-oriented 
international experience and 
a better understanding of our 
world and workplace.   
The motto for our office 
remains, “The future of 
management and 
management education is 
international.” 
 


